MINUTES FOR AUGUST 14, 2008
                                                By Bob, KT4KS

 

At 7:30PM the Club’s meeting was called to order by Vice President Pat Howell WJ0T, who led the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by member introductions.

 

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES:  A suggestion was made to address the July Minutes, but has to be postponed as the July YORFO had yet to be published.  Thus, approval of those Minutes was shelved.

 

TREASURER:  Treasurer Mike KE4ER stated that the club has $591 in checking, and $3385 in a savings account, $1839 of which is in the Doc Hyde Fund.  Mike mentioned that the club’s food bill for Field Day has yet to be paid, and anticipates close to a $300 bill.  Dues are due.

 

ARES:  Steve K3IZ referred to a memo-of-understanding, and stated that all ARES personal must re-register on ARES.  Registration requires only name, address, call and equipment list.  Steve brought up that the Marine Corp Marathon will be the last Sunday of October, and that over 100 operators are sought.  John K2VPR said that when hams sign, they get preferred locations on a first come, first serve basis.  Abe Lincoln’s summer home is the site of net control.

 

COAST GUARD:  Carol WA4GFW stated that he arrived at the MARS station at about 12:30PM Sat for the Coast Guard Special Event, commemorating its birthday.  Operators at the even included Bill Embry W4WHE, Frank AA4ZS and Keith N6JWN.  During the event, contacts were made at the rate of 60/hour.  Power was lost on Sunday at 3:30PM.  One Florida operator reached the event with only 10 watts, and another contact was made with a 10 year old girl who used the “/AG” ending to her Tech call.  Two stations were operating during the event, and Frank brought a rig.  The amp was running at a hot 500 watts on 20M.  Carol mentioned that one operator phoned the Alexandria Coast Guard Station, and that the Officer of the Day forwarded the message that the phoning operator said that he wanted to make a contact on HF, but could not get through the pile-up.  

 

VE TEST SESSION:  Co-Secretary Leila WN4PP said that 14 people were at the test session, which included one teenager, and three hams who took the Extra Exam (2 of whom passed).  

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  When asked if any activities took place, Bob KT4KS shook his head “no”.  At that time, Pat brought up a published list of items “on the decline”, and said that ham radio was listed as number 16.

 

BYLAWS:  It was mentioned that the web site’s proposed changes still has some markings/notations, and that they should be removed so that membership may vote on whatever is left.

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Bill W2BSA stated that the club e-mail list of the (former) QTH Reflector has been moved to the Yahoo Group Reflector, so that now all members are Yahoo Group Reflector capable.  Bill expressed that the club can now drop the QTH Reflector, and use only Yahoo if desired.  Bill suggested that such was best as the club can use Yahoo for announcements.  A Motion was made to Drop QTH, and the motion passed.  Mike mentioned that he would write one last check to QTH Reflector for the fine service they provided the club.  Mike also mentioned that he has a list of all e-mail addresses of members who have joined the club since he became Treasurer, and that he wants to get the list to YORFO Editor Debra KG4URO.

 

DOOR PRIZE: Leila won a basic electronic book, Debra won a microwave book, and someone won the tiny repeater directory.  It was noticed that that Mike, Carol and Pat KG4URP also won, but that they “passed” on accepting any prizes.

     

COOKIE MONSTER: Leila was the August Monster, and brought in soda and cookies.  Bob KT4KS volunteered to be the September Cookie Monster.

 

CLUB PROGRAMS: Bob Zimmerman KB3IWD will be the guest speaker at the September meeting, and will discuss the Hubble telescope.  The lecture is related to Bob’s new book.

 

CLOSE: Howell closed the business portion of the meeting, which ended about 8:15PM.

 

PROGRAM: Pat KG4URP discussed APRS (Automated Packet Reporting System), which discussion included a slide show.  The described system allows for mobile operators to view their display screens, and not only see where hams are located (i.e. vehicle tracking), but also have two way exchanges, read messages, and check weather.  Such system uses digipeters and satellite, and may even be used globally.  However, hams need only have a GPS and HT to get onto the system.  Pat said that there are at least two digipeters in our area, one of which is in Gaithersburg.  At the end of the presentation, several members walked to the front of the room and picked up handouts to take home to review.

