
MINUTES FOR APRIL 14, 2011 
By Bob, KT4KS
At 7:30PM, President Maki K4RQZ called the meeting to order, and then proceeded to lead 13 attending members in the pledge of allegiance. Introductions were then initiated. Vice President Greg AJ4QZ deemed the meeting the “election meeting”, making reference to the evening’s agenda.
MARCH MINUTES: A motion was made to approve the Minutes, but they were deemed to be accepted/approved as there were no motions to amend them as published via the Reflector.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Maki assured the membership that the club had funds. Dues are due for the May 1 (2011) to April 30 (2012) club year.
TEST SESSION: JohnK2VPR stated that last Saturday’s test session had a “good” pass rate; and that one testee inquired if she could use her cell phone during the test. Her request was denied. Maki inquired if he could take the newest Extra test, but was encouraged to do so via the random tests provided on many Internet sites. No one knew how John WZ4A would have addressed such a request.
REPEATER: Doug WA3WEP stated that the unit was working. Bob KT4KS expressed that the auto-patch is working well. The unit has been providing fine service during the Tuesday evening net.
ARES: Steve K3IZ stated that both Fairfax and Prince William Counties are looking for hams to help at the Manassas Battlefield during the reenactment of that battle. Next month will be the 150th anniversary of that battle. The event will extend over 4 days, from July 21 through July 24, and will include many lectures at different locations near Manassas. Additional information can be easily found on the Internet. Contact person is Tom Azlin N4ZPT who serves as the ARES EC and RACES coordinator for Fairfax County. Apparently, there will be 2 special event stations at the site, one to be conducted by AMRAD. 
ELECTIONS: While quorum may have been lacking, there were no nominations for new officers. The officers for May 2011 to April 2012 will continue to be President Maki, VP Greg, Secretary Bob and Treasurer Mike KE4ER.
REFLECTOR: Maki requested that the issue of permitting potential MVARCers to add their emails to the Reflector list be taken up at a subsequent meeting. No one objected.
FIELD DAY: Deposits have been made to secure 4 lots at the Pohick Bay Regional Park for Field Day. Each lot cost an additional $5-$20 to permit for set up before noon. (Apparently, that fee is not new, and was simply overlooked by Park Officials in years passed.) If the club is unable to secure a generator, it is expected that the club will operate via batteries.
GENEROUS DONATION: The club has taken possession IC 756 ProIII and additional equipment that was donated to the club by General Cheadle KO3C. Maki envisioned that the unit would be located at the MARS facility, and be used for Field Day; but then also suggested the possibility of selling it. The additional equipment included HEIL headphones.
TIMMONIUM HAM FEST: One member stated that he heard that the recent fest was much smaller in comparison to passed years. 
DUPLEXER: Maki stated that similar duplexers are listed on EBay for $550, and mentioned that the club would certainly take $400 for the unit. The unit may find its way to the Manassas ham fest in June.
ANNOUNCEMENT: Doug brought it to the club’s attention that Astronomy Day 2011 will be held at Sky Meadows State Park on May 7. The event starts at 3PM, and last 11PM. Everyone is invited to observe the Sun, some plants and other objects. It is a rain or shin affair, and cost only $4/vehicles. As always, additional information can be easily found on the Internet.
COOKIE MONSTER: Maki’s wife Joanna baked cookies for the club, and they were all eaten. Bob KT4KS volunteered to be the Cookie Monster in May, and will likely provide whatever is on sale at the local GIANT during that week.
SHOW AND TELL: Bob show the club his recently fabricated K42 keyboard/reader. Other than Paul AA8O and Gary KA2HAN, the membership did not appear to be terribly interested. Maki set up his buddy pole, connected it to the club’s IC 756, and fired up the station. Membership then played with the controls on different bands/modes. No transmissions were made. 
DOOR PRIZES: Greg AJ4QZ won the map book that listed all of the different call signs for all of the countries. Larry won at QRP book, and Paul won a card carry case.
CLOSED: President Maki then closed the meeting.

