
MINUTES FOR AUGUST 11, 2011 
By Bob, KT4KS
At 7:30PM, 13 attending members were anxious to start the club’s monthly meeting, and Vice President Greg AJ4QZ accommodated by calling the meeting to order and then proceeded to lead the membership in the pledge of allegiance. Introductions were made without incident. Before the meeting was over, the attendance grew to 17.
JUNE MINUTES: A motion was made to approve the Minutes for the June meeting, and the motion was approved.
TREASURY: Mike KE4ER stated that the club has $560 in the checking account, but that there are outstanding expenses due to Field Day and the VE test site. Mike estimated that Debra KG4URO was owed about $200 for Field Day, and stated that the club donates about $300 a year to the church which provides the club with a site for monthly testing. (The club picks up many new members, and dues, at the test sessions.) Mike also mentioned that VE chairperson John WZ4A would require funds to pay for testing materials, which materials are routinely replaced due to new test questions which demand that new tests be printed. In addition, the club has about $3400 in savings, $1200 of which is for the Doc Hyde Fund.
REPEATER: Repeater Chairperson Dick WA4USB stated that the unit is working fine. While the repeater has been working great during the Tuesday evening net, one member mentioned that problems are in the AM rush hour. Dick expressed that there is an intermittent noise on the repeater input frequency. It is measured as an S-7 noise from the base of the Masonic Temple. Workers on Telegraph Road stated that the steel on the highway system must be bolted, so the noise is not welding. Dick has considered Metro, VRE and AMTRACK. Dick has taken a 3 element Yagi and radio, has pointed it at machinery, found two pieces transmitting on 146.655 (i.e., 2 ticket selling machines- one of which gave off much radiation- leading him to question installation of that job). The frequency of the interference has recently increased. When the signal is not there, it is an S-2 noise, which is routine. Ghost intermittent noise sources are hard to find/locate. If there is sufficient noise, it will foul the PL decoder, and actuate the device. President Maki K4RQZ went up to the repeater site for the first time, as he had earlier contacted Dick and asked to go along next time Dick checked the unit. Maki actually worked on the unit.
TEST SESSION: It was announced that John WZ4A needed VEs for Saturday’s testing. One member suggested that members do not need to be a VE for some tasks, but others stated that John would not let anyone in the testing room other than VEs and those who are actually testing. About 6 hands went up when asked who would help at the test session. All was looking good.
COAST GUARD: Frank AA4ZS stated that they need bodies to sign in at the MARS station, as the Coast Guard checks the log for activity. The club needs to use the station, or risks losing it. Apparently, getting onto the entry list is bit of a slow process; but is one worth waiting for. The Coast Guard Special Event has about 8 MVARCers working the event, and all did well. When Frank was asked how well the new MVARC rig was working, he accurately replied “better than the broken one”. One member suggested that Keith N6JWN can coordinate with anyone interested in being shown how to use the equipment at the station, and of course show him where the log is.
SHOW AND TELL: Steve K3IZ displayed many QSL cards that he received for his July 4th Celebration Special Event. The cards included 2 from short wave listeners, each listener of which had funny/odd call signs. Those who sent in cards and SASE received attractive certificates that were made by Steve, and signed by Presidents Maki and George Washington. Pat WJ0T showed off two old Army Tech manuals that were dated 1941 and 1944. The second manual was much thicker than the first, likely due to increased governmental bureaucracy. Bob KT4KS showed off a post card that has a photo of Old Rag Mountain from which he used an HT to reach the MVARC repeater and speak with John K2VPR while at the mountain’s peak. No one much seemed interested in Bob’s card.
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BERRYVILLE HAM FEST: Steve K3IZ said that the event appeared to be well attended, and that it was cooler and breezier than here in Alexandria. Steve and John K2VPR set up a club table, and sold the routine items. In addition, John WQ4L, Debra KG4URO, Pat KG4URP, Dave Skull, Greg AJ4QZ, John WZ4A and Mary N4TCI. No one mentioned if John drove Mary in his Porsche 911. The event went strong, until noon.
INSURANCE: Renewal was sent in for the club insurance. However, it did not include coverage for auto coverage, as individuals carry their own. The club does not ask anyone to use his vehicle.
REFLECTOR LIST: The suggestion of opening the Reflector for use by anyone was shelved for another month, as information is still be gathered, and Maki was not in attendance; though he did arrive after the close of business.
DOOR PRIZES: (1) John K2VPR won the ARRL shirt donated by Lee N4TCW, (2) Philip AK4KM won the combination whistle/compass/thermometer/key-chain, (3) Greg N6NK won the tiny wallet, and (4) Steve K3IZ won the plastic storage case. 
COOKIE MONSTER: Mike was the official August Cookie Monster, but had his XYL do all of the work. Mike’s wife made darn good brownies, and Mike brought soda and ice. Mike even was delivered the ice in a high class container that even included a server, unnecessarily spoiling the membership which is used to Bob KT4KS just tossing a 7 pound bag on the surface, and tearing a hole in the top of the bag for members to dip their cups into. Debra volunteered to be the Cookie Monster in September. 
CLOSED: Vice President Greg then closed the meeting.

