
MINUTES FOR AUG 13, 2009

By Bob, KT4KS
At 7:35 PM the Club’s meeting was called to order by Vice President Pat WJ0T. Pat led the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance. No introductions were made, as the small group in attendance quite familiar with one another.
MOTION TO APPROVE THE JUNE MINUTES: A motion was made to approve the June Minutes, and was unanimously approved.
VE TEST SESSION: Mike KE4ER stated that about 13 people tested at the Aug 8 test session, with everyone passing something. One test taker passed his Tech, General and Extra in one sitting. Another test taker passed her Tech, which testee was encouraged to study ham radio by MVARCer Maki K4RQZ. Finally, a young teenager and his Dad both passed the Technician tests. The test was considered to be very successful.
COAST GUARD: Frank AA4ZS and Keith N6JWN are in the process of dealing with QSL cards as a result of the Coast Guard Special Event of August 1,2. Mike mentioned that rumor is that Navy MARS will be closing. (No final decision has been reached, or at least not signed yet.) This is the result of the more prevalent use of computers, e-mails and cell phones. Apparently, ham radio may be losing its edge when it comes to communications in that arena.
REPEATER: The repeater is working well. Both Pat and Mike were of the opinion that the output is a bit low as compared with past operation.
COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Bob KT4KS did not have anything to report. One member noted that the Alexandria Radio Club’s Field Day activities were mentioned in an article in the Mount Vernon Gazette, which article included a fine photo.
FIELD TRIP: Four MVARCers (Pat, John WQ4L, Maki and “Bill”) attended the July field trip that was successfully organized by Maki. All seemed please with the trip.
FIELD DAY WRAP-UP: Mike and Pat stated that they did arrive at the Field Day site at 11AM on Sunday, only to find that the club had fully broken down the site and left. 
TREASURY: Mike stated that the OVH Club was very generous towards MVARC’s efforts in providing the test session at the Manassas hamfest, as OVH donated $250 to our club. Also, the club has picked up 7 new members (and dues) over the last 2 months. Most new members are the product of John’s WZ4A testing sessions.
QRP FIELD DAY: The subject is still in the air. The group discussed the desirability of having an event on the docks of Old Town Alexandria (i.e. at the Robinson Terminal). Mike mentioned that a site at Lee District Park would cost the club only about $25. The months of September and early October were mentioned. Those at the meeting who seemed especially interested included Pat, Bob and Maki.
DOOR PRIZE: This month’s prizes were donated by Maki. Pat won a tall beer glass, and Paul AA8O won a “CF” shirt. Paul planned to give the shirt to his XYL. 
COOKIE MONSTER: Mike was the August Cookie Monster, and arrived with chocolate chip cookies, Snicker cookies and assortment of drinks. The cookies were made by Mike’s XYL Sylvia, who did make a short appearance at the meeting. The chocolate chip cookies were an especially big hit with everyone. John K2VPR volunteered to be the September Cookie Monster.
CLOSED: VP Pat then closed the meeting.
SHOW-AND-TELL/ PROGRAM: Maki set up his new 8 foot tall 6-40M vertical antenna, and hooked it up to a tuner and computer analyzer. Maki showed how the computer could provide data over all of the frequencies in a matter of seconds, which data is plotted on graphs on the computer screen. (Note: Maki was using the room’s large screen, so all of the membership could conveniently see the results from their seats throughout the room.) Displayed data included SWRs, resonant frequencies, Smith Chart, and additional parameters that would allow for the creation of a higher license class in ham radio. The analyzer program will check coaxle cable, and will even locate exactly where there is a brake in that cable. Maki had seen the antenna at a hamfest, but purchased it though the mail. The antenna has its own tiny carry case. 

