
MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 10, 2011 
By Bob, KT4KS

At 7:30PM, President Maki K4RQZ called the meeting to order, and then proceeded to lead 11 attending members in the pledge of allegiance. Introductions were then initiated, during which time 3 additional members arrived.

JANUARY MINUTES: A motion was made to approve the January Minutes, but Maki stated that as no correction to the Minutes was suggested, that the January Minutes would be automatically approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT: The club’s Treasurer was not in attendance, so no report was made. However, Paul AA8O asked about the Treasurer, as Paul had spent about $170 for the club’s web site. Paul subsequently obtained the Treasurer’s email address from Maki.

NEW BUSINESS: Doug WA3WEP has yet to pick up the batteries from Jim Claxton’s home, but stated that he would. Paul AA8O stated that he would like to experience actually hearing a voice on 6M rig, and asked if someone in the club could help him in his endeavor. John K2VPR stated that he has a 6M rig, was unclear if he had an antenna, and suggested that the two coordinate at the Winterfest hamfest later this month. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON SPECIAL EVENT: The event will take place on February 19 and 20 (Saturday and Sunday). Maki visited Mount Vernon earlier in the week, and spoke with Mount Vernon Supervisor Dean Norton. Dean Norton is the official who has given the club permission to operate on the grounds. During the visit, Maki spoke with Frank AA4ZS on the club repeater. Maki stated that there are buildings and new construction at the site, and was of the impression that the club can only use the area between the building and greenhouse to hang a dipole from the trees. This year the club will not place any antenna wires over the power line in front of the building. Maki suggested that he would likely bring his EZ-Hang to launch the dipole ends into the trees. Pat WJ0T stated that the club has not used a vertical antenna in the last couple of years, and the possibility of locating Maki’s Buddy Pole on the roof of the building was discussed. Steve K3IZ has possession of 40 and 75M dipoles, 20M loop, and Butternut antennas, and Maki mentioned that he might be able to obtain possession of them for the event. Maki plans on bringing 250 feet of coax cable which he obtained from the Richmond hamfest. Bob KT4KS will bring the club’s FT 990, 25 amp power supply and QRP station. (NOTE: After the meeting, Bob found that he does in fact have a microphone for the FT 990) Vice President Greg AJ4QZ thought he might bring his 1 year old HF rig, which has only 10 hours of use on it. Also, Doug mentioned that he has a 60 amp power supply which he purchased new for only $40 from Circuit City when that business was closing down years ago. Bob will make log sheets for the event. It was not known if the Cutchall’s would be at the event, as they apparently spend much of their time on their estate located on the Northern Neck. Larry asked if he could bring scouts to the event for purpose of earning badges, and was encouraged to do so. Larry was told that the club would be happy to get them on the air. Bob will email out another reminder for the membership a few days before the event. 

CLUB TABLE AT WINTERFEST 2011 HAMFEST: The club has reserved a table for the February 27 event in Annandale, and has secured table location E7, located in front of the bleachers. However, the event sponsors have yet to cash John’s K2VPR check. Thus, John K2VPR suggested that there is a possibility that the first person to arrive at the site for set up (i.e. before the doors open up to the public at 8AM) may be asked to pay the $25 fee for the table. John said that in that event, that member can pay, and that the first person, he and the club can “work it out later”. 

DOOR PRIZES: Debra KG4URO won a pocket size supermarket bag; Larry won a bottle of alcoholic, sparkling cider; and Doug won the last orange metallic water bottle. John WQ4L provided Bob with some door prizes for a future meeting. In addition, John WQ4L gave Bob a bag filled with tiny cassette tapes for last month’s winner (Dave KU8V) of the tiny voice recorder.

COOKIE MONSTER: Bob was the month’s Cookie Monster, and he provided ice cream sandwiches, 100 calorie ice cream bars, caramel yogurt, soda and ice. The ice was secured in an extravagant ice boat. John K2VPR volunteered to serve as the March Cookie Monster.

CLOSED: President Maki then closed the meeting


