MINUTES FOR JANUARY 8, 2009
                                                By Bob, KT4KS

 

At 7:30PM the Club’s meeting was called to order by President Howell KG4CKJ, who led 12 members in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Howell then thanked all who came to the meeting in that dark, cold night.  Howell then initiated member introductions.  

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Bob KT4KS had little to report, but did mention that he tries to get coworkers to get ham tickets.  He has been successful with 5 coworkers in the last 12 years.

 

ARES:  Howell inquired as to whether hams are involved in the upcoming Presidential inauguration, and Carol WA4GFW stated that Alexandria Radio Club member Rick Bunn N4ASX is looking for people.  John K2VPR reminded us that the President’s Day parade is next month in Alexandria, and that volunteers will be sought.  

 

GEORGE WASHINGTON SPECIAL EVENT: Howell stated that he will get permission for the club to carry out the Special Event from the greenhouse located at Mount Vernon.  Bob will have the event posted on the ARRL Special Event web site.  The posting will only be on the web site, as it’s too late to have the event listed in a magazine.

 

VIENNA HAMFEST: The Vienna Hamfest (i.e. Winterfest) will be February 22, and Howell has already reserved a table (“check is in the mail”) at table location E4.  Bob suggested that the club could take a few photos of the club’s extra repeater and duplexer that are stored in his porch, and the photos placed on display at the hamfest with a “For Sale” sign.  The two pieces of equipment are each fixed in its own 6 foot tall metal cabinet.  In that event, it would be wise to price it to sell.  During Winterfest, Leila WN4PP will be net control for QCWA at their table.

 

FAR: Debra KG4URO mentioned that FAR is now taking applications for scholarships.

 

COAST GUARD: Nothing was reported.

 

VE TEST SESSION: There will be a test session this Saturday, January 10.  About 5 members at the meeting stated that they would attend as VEs.  Newer member “Maki” K4RQZ expressed an interest in helping at the test session.  In addition, Carol mentioned that the Laurel ARC VEC will be providing the testing at the Dayton Hamfest this year, and that volunteer VEs at Dayton will get free admission to the fest.

 

REPEATER: Bob mentioned that the repeater went down twice during the Tuesday evening’s net.  Each time, it went down for only about 30 seconds.  No mention was made of “roll over”.

 

WEBSITE: Carol and Leila suggested that it is time to update the photos on the club’s web site.  No specifics were provided on any particular new photos.  Debra expressed that she received a current list of club members from Treasurer Mike KE4ER, and will forward the list to Paul AA8O so that Paul may update the membership list on the web site.  The membership list includes only names and calls, but Carol seemed to suggest that it would be acceptable to include phone numbers.

 

SHOW AND TELL: (1) Carol presented Paul with the Doc Hyde Ham-Of-The-Year-Award.  Paul is a former MVARC Vice President, is very active with many of the club’s activities, and has been instrumental in keeping the web site going.  At last month’s holiday party, Carol did announce that Paul was the winner; but as Paul was not present Carol asked the members not tell Paul as he would surprise Paul during the January meeting.  Paul was surprised.  (2) Bob then showed the club the book “THE BOYS OF THE WIRELESS” which was loaned to him by VP Pat WJ0T.  The book was published in 1912, and is a novel.  Bob will read the book, and report back to the club.  (3) Howell showed Frank’s AA4ZS’s upgraded Ten Tec.  Upgrades included keyer and filter.  Howell removed the top cover, and 3 members walked up during the meeting to take a look inside.  Howell used the rig to compare with his own Ten Tec which remains under construction.  (4) Pat brought an MFJ Cub 40 M kit to the meeting, and expressed that the club may like to work on it as a group.  Pat felt that the group activity would focus on tuning the rig, dealing with noise, troubleshooting, and studying heterodyning.  The finished unit will transmit 2 watts.  

 

TREASURER: Mike stated that the club mails about 3 checks of $100 each per year to the First Christian Church for use of their facilities for VE testing.  (Membership should be aware that the club obtains many new members and dues, from our test sessions.)  Mike also said that the two big expenses to the club include Field Day (about $500) and insurance (about $300/year).  At present, the club has about $500 checking and $3000 savings ($1800 of which is earmarked for the Doc Hyde Fund).  Finally, Mike mentioned that he has received his first check for the dues year for 2009/2010, and that check came from MVARCer Jim K9AUC.  (Thanks Jim!)

 

COOKIE MONSTER: Leila was kind enough to carry out the Cookie Monster responsibilities for the meeting.  Bob volunteered to be the February Cookie Monster.

 

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES: A motion was made by Pat KG4URP to approve the November Minutes, which motion was passed.

 

DOOR PRIZES: Carol won the door prize, which was a new ARRL book about experimenting that was donated by Maki (in conjunction with Pat).  Bob won the second prize which was a repeater directory, and he gave it to “Maki” who did not own one.

 

CLOSE: Howell closed the business portion of the meeting.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

