
MINUTES FOR JULY 8, 2010 
By Bob, KT4KS
At 7:28PM last night, while most MVARCers were watching the tail-end of Wheel of Fortune, President Maki K4RQZ called the monthly meeting to order and proudly led the 11 attending members in the pledge of allegiance. Maki then initiated club introductions.
REPEATER: Bob KT4KS stated that the repeater has been working exceptionally well during the Tuesday evening nets.
WEB SITE: A member mentioned that something was done to the web site, the member describing it as a “partial screening”. No one seemed to know exactly what that meant, and President Maki expressed that he would check out the site a bit later. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike KE4ER announced that the club spend about $280 on Field Day, and that about $80 was spent on VE testing materials for the club. The materials, no doubt, included new Technician tests as the Technician pool changed on July 1 of this year. In addition, the OVH club donated $250 to MVARC due to John’s WZ4A gang of volunteer examiners who provided testing during the Manassas hamfest last month.
MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES: A motion to pass the Minutes for the June meeting was made, said motion being quickly approved.
OLD BUSINESS: President Maki mentioned that he will ask Jim Claxton WD4PDP about all the MVARC hardware that Jim has in his home. The club is anxious to sell all the equipment there for big money. A motion was made to reimburse Maki for the club's tail gate spot at the Manassas hamfest, and the motion was approved. 
FIELD DAY: Field Day was a success. No one was hurt, and all in attendance had fun. Debra KG4URO said that she would keep a list of the items/quantities purchased from Dixie Bones, so that the list could be used as guide line for the future. Mike KE4ER mentioned that in the future that the club might consider purchasing additional baked beans (and less coleslaw) from Dixie Bones. Gary KA2HAN mentioned that the Washington Post carried an article about the Loudon County ham radio club.
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COAST GUARD SPECIAL EVENT: Vice President Greg AJ4QZ announced (for Frank AA4ZZ) that the club is going to have a special event station on July 31 (Sat) and August 1 (Sun) from the MARS station on the U.S.C.G. TISCOM base to commemorate the U.S. Coast Guard’s 220th birthday. If any club members are interested in participating, they need to provide information to Keith N6JWN (703/256-3568) so that Keith may get them on the base’s entry list. Members are encouraged to contact Keith sooner, rather than later, as the information may require a minimal amount of paperwork. Frank has already posted the event on the ARRL web site’s Special Event site. Only a few of the members at the meeting has actually been at the MARS station, and mentioned that it is both fun and worth the drive to the station, located on Telegraph Rd. It was noted that Berryville fest is on August 1, the second day of the event. (Below is an aerial view of the MARS station, which most of you have driven passed many a time, but did not know it was even there)
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LIGHTHOUSE SPECIAL EVENT: Bob K4RKB made reference to a Lighthouse special event, which takes place during the first week of August; and mentioned the possibility of local hams setting up stations along side the lighthouse located at the Jones Point in Alexandria. At the moment, that particular lighthouse is not being used. (Below is a photo of the lighthouse, with the Potomac and Woodrow Wilson Bridge in the background)
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TEST SESSION: Recently, the club received an e-mail inquiry as to whether the VE testing group would be able to accommodate a visually impaired test taker. As a result, John WZ4A stated that the group could, but that John must determine a way to transform questions that include diagrams into non-diagram questions. Otherwise, John only needed advanced notice so that he could make sure that there would be 3 volunteer examiners available so that the test taker could be read the questions away from remaining testees.
BERRYVILLE HAM FEST: The club membership expressed an interest in having a table at the August 1 hamfest. It is anticipated that Maki will pay for a table, and be reimbursed by the club Treasury. Maki mentioned that he plans to be at the hamfest from 7 till 10AM. 
FACEBOOK: Greg mentioned that the club is on FACEBOOK. The entry includes basic information, contact information, recent news and even photographs. Greg mentioned the possibility of including video.
MEETING ROOM: The club has not been listed on the reservation list for the meeting room at the hospital for the last 3 weeks. After some investigation, Bob KT4KS found the name and phone of March KG4FSQ who was the club’s contact person at the Mount Vernon Hospital. As it had been years since the club last dealt with March, Bob asked if anyone in the room had actually ever spoken with March, and would make contact. As a result, Debra KG4URO volunteered to give her a call, and determine if March could get the club back on the reservation list. 
COOKIE MONSTER: Bob KT4KS served as the July Cookie Monster, providing the club with chips, vegetable dip, and sodas. Debra volunteered to be the August Cookie Beast.
SHOW AND TELL: Maki set up a remote station on a table, and the club used the hospital’s wireless internet connection to connect with an HF station located on an island in Maine. Maki demonstrated how he could change frequencies/modes on his lap top. The interconnection was not all that good, but CW signals could be copied, and voices could be distinguished. Maki mentioned that he had much better reception from his home in the morning.
DOOR PRIZE: Roger W4LU won a book entitled “200 Meters Down”. 
CLOSE: Maki then closed the meeting.
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