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July Field Trip

There will not be a club meeting July 12. Instead, club members are invited Thursday evening to go along on the club’s annual field trip -- to the Radio-Television Museum in Bowie, Md.

The museum is located at 2608 Mitchellville Road. But in the interest of lowering the carbon buildup from us all driving separately, carpool is available. Meet at the Beacon Mall Starbucks, 6754 Richmond Highway, in time for a 6:30 p.m. departure.

If you do drive separately, talk-in will be on the club’s 2-meter repeater.

For more information about the museum, is check out its website at [www.radiohistory.org].

This Issue: Keep Reading

In addition to the usual minutes and descriptive prose of intrepid reporter Bob, KT4KS, don’t miss the commentary on Field Day at the end of this issue. It contains much food for thought. 

Minutes of June Meeting

By Bob KT4KS

The meeting was held at the INOVA Mount Vernon Hospital, and was called to order by President Bob KI30, who led in the Pledge of Allegiance. Bob then initiated club introductions of the 22 attending members.  The May Minutes were then approved. 

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Mike KE4ER reported that the club's financial condition was good, reminded everyone that it is time to pay their dues, and expressed that "most" of the evening's attending members are current.

FAR Report: Mary N4TCI stated that there would be a FAR meeting very soon, and sadly announced that there be no FARFEST this year.

Hand Book: Mary is actively updating the club's handbook.  Many members worked on its development and construction, but it was Mary who took the final initiative to finally provide it in printed form during her term as club president.  After the meeting, Bob KT4KS offered to help her.  

Repeater Report: Dick WA4USB stated that Sterrett K4MBE was at the repeater site, and determined that the SWR was in fine order.  Using a telescope from the ground, both Dick and John WZ4A observed that the antenna is tilted about 10 degrees.  Dick stated that the City of Alexandria will be removing some of the antennas, and that the Club will attempt to use those workers to eliminate the tilt, and to rotate the antenna and thus turn lobes so that it may get better coverage to the west.  Dick was of the opinion that the workers would carry out this work gratis.  

MARS: Keith N6JWN announced that the Coast Guard station is still operational, that Frank AA4AS fixed the TS950, and that the station has one amplifier up and running.  There are several members (Carol WA4GFW, Leila WN4PP, Hector KD4VUM and possibly Bob KT4KS) who are still on the list to access the station, and that member's interested should contact Keith to be added thereto. Keith stated that base personal are interested in providing a ham radio class on base, resulting in Dick stating that Venture Crew has an effective package (books, tapes and CDs) to serve any students.  Keith then described how the base would be sponsoring a "Kid's Day" this weekend, and that it is expected that 8-10 youngsters will visit the station.  Finally, Keith expressed that the Coast Guard will operate a Special Event Station commemorating the Coast Guard's birthday, and that the event will operate under the Coast Guard's K4CG call sign.

After Keith's report, Mike mentioned that the Civil Air Patrol must use NTIA certifiable radios, that the new chief for Army MARS is a fine individual for the job, and that they are trying to combine long haul circuitry, and employ common frequencies for all services.

Community Outreach: Bob KT4KS stated that he will attempt to obtain some level of publicity for Field Day '07. 

Education: Mary N4TCI announced that OVH generously donated $200 to MVARC for running the ham radio test session at the Manassas Hamfest.  There were 39 test takers at the affair.

Dayton Report: Several of our members, including Mary N4TCI, John WZ4A, Steve K3IZ, Leila, WN4PP, Carol, WA4GFW, Terry N4ZH, Bob KI3O and John K2VPR attended the Hamvention, and saw several life members and past members (including Charlie, Lloyd and Hoss).

Show and Tell: Steve N4GUN showed off his slinky dipole.  Steve used the antenna in contacts with Maine and California.  The antenna looked very neat, and was purchased via EBay for a mere $40.  Julies KD4WSZ showed off three towels that had her Dad's, Mom's and her own call signs sewed thereon, which towels were to be a gift for her Dad.  Bob KT4KS showed his Sterling ARC certificate indicating that he was the 5th most productive CW/QRP operator during the 2007 VA QSO Party.

Door Prizes: Debra KG4URO won a tiny, pocket size flashlight that included batteries.  Pat WJ0T won a key chain that continuously flashed a CW display.  Bill W2BSA won a tiny leather, belt securable holder, which holder may be used for legal VA weaponry or items to be used for the common good of man.

Cookie Monster: Monique was the June Cookie Monster, and provided the club with a fine assortment cookie and soda.  All was eaten.  Pat WJ0T volunteered to be the August Cookie monster.

President Bob KI30 then closed the business portion of the meeting.

Evening's Field Day Program: The club was paid a special visit by long time member Lynn Healey AC4SM.  Both Lynn and Mark (no call, but wearing a Yaesu hat) played guitars and sung a Field Day song that was originally written by Steve K3IZ.  Members were invited to sing along & they did so.  Because Lynn had worked nights at METRO, she was not able to attend past meeetings.  Now that Lynn has retired from METRO, we hope to see more of her!  After the performance, Carol discussed the upcoming Field Day planning.  The club will likely utilize Mike's KE4ER gas grill and Vice President Howell's KG4CKJ charcoal grill, and Doug's WA3WEP cooling abilities.  The club will provide hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks during the Saturday picnic at about 5:00 PM, and will provide breakfast on early Sunday morning.  Generators will be supplied by Carol and Doug.  Carol hopes to operate 5A (5 stations, generator power), which station will at least include Doug's CW trailer (operated by John WQ4L), the club's FT990, Paul AA8O FT-703, and another rig owned by Carol.  CW operators are encourage to bring their personal keys.  Carol mentioned that the campsite technically is ours from noon on Sat till noon on Sunday, but that member will arrive around 10:30AM on Saturday for set up, and break down about 1:00PM on Sunday.  

MVARC FIELD DAY '07 THRIVED WITH PERFECT WX DAYS

By Bob KT4KS

At 6AM, early Field Day morning, the temperature was a comfortable 65 degrees, and the humidity was non-existent.  The weekend forecast was for a sunny and low-humid day, a forecast of which was to hold true.  Members were then beginning to wake, and collect their equipment for Field Day '07

At 9:30AM, Keith N6JWN was heard announcing on the club repeater that he was the only individual at the Field Day site at Pohick Bay Regional Park  Bill W2BSA quickly responded, stating that he was driving to the site, while Bob KT4KS also joined the first repeater group of the day, mentioning that he would be there as soon as he got his coffee at the Woodbridge Dunkin Doughnuts.  This was the first public suggestion that Field Day was back for the Mount Vernon ARC.

About 10:30AM there were approximately nine members at the site, with radio gear, generators, tents and cables.  Field Day Chairman Carol WA4GFW, Leila WN4PP and Amy KI4AIL all unloaded Carol's van, and placed equipment at designated tent sites, needing only two more hands and one mind before actual tent setup.

Doug WA3WEP and Emalee then pulled into the site with Doug's large camper that would serve as a 20M CW shack.  It was Emalee who provided those two more hands and mind, and a tiny group including Leila, Amy, Bob KT4KS and Emalee began setting up the first tent.  As the task was underway, the four began to both compose and sing a ham radio Field Day song, but the attempt dwindled as technical difficulties accumulated regarding the tent set up.  As the tent lacked instructions, the four used all of their God-given wits, but ultimately found that they needed the aide of both Keith and Carol to complete the first tent's set up.

Once the first test was up, momentum was established, and the second tent went up with much ease.  With three sites (camper and two tents) in place, Terry N4ZH and Brannen KI4PRK drove into the park, and selected a shaded picnic table to serve as the fourth station site.

Pat WJ0T then arrived, and began to set up his station at the back of his vehicle, providing for a fifth site.  Finally, Demi K4BSA and Bill W2BSA set up a third tent next to the camper, allowing for a final sixth site.  The BSA tent operation was efficient, as the tent was up in the blink of an eye.

With the six sites selected, radio equipment setup began.  Carol used his homemade combination slingshot/fishing-reel to shoot lines into the trees to permit for 20M CW and 40/80M phone dipoles to be supported in the trees.  The shot selection proved effective, as Carol lost only one weight during morning setup.  Carol also set up a 6M Halo type antenna on a vertical mast that was secured to a table.

The 40/80M phone station was located in a tent, and was supplied with the club's FT-990.  The 6M station was located in the second tent, and was supplied with two of Carol's rigs.  Pat set up a dipole that used two horizontally mounted Ham Sticks, and operated his FT817 from the back of his vehicle while the hatchback was open.

Terry and Brennen set up their 20M CW station, but the substance was in the two operators, as evidenced by young Brennen's visible talent that has resulted in CW contacts with 177 countries within only 1 year of being a ham.

Brennen lives in Lucketts VA, and he is about 14 years old, and is being Elmered by Terry.

At the other end of the campsite, a dipole was mounted in the trees for Doug's camper, and a large mast was set up to support an inverted V antenna for Bill and Demi's station.

Finally, Carol and Doug's generators were connected to the individual stations, and the club was ready for the competitive hamming.  Set up was the product of the efforts of many others, including: VP Howell KG4CKJ, "Buc" K3BUC, John WQ4L, Bill N8IWT, and Paul AA8O.  When asked what she thought of Field Day, Emalee expressed "It's good, but we did not do much yet except set up."  Little did she know that if other clubs were present, they would have been in awe of MVARC's level of preparedness.

Around 12:30PM lunch was served.  Once again, as in past years, both Mary and Doug generously accepted the main food responsibilities for the club, making a trip to the market to pick up items for lunch, dinner and breakfast.  During this time, the club settled in around the club's canopy to eat and converse.  Lunch include sandwiches from ham, turkey, and American cheese, along with pickles, tiny individual bags of chips, soda and water.

After lunch, and during the pre-2PM lull time, Bob KT4KS and Amy drove to Carol's home to pick up a large gas grill.  Both Leila and Mary sat in the shade to regenerate energy for the event, and Doug sat under the club canopy cutting salad for dinner.  It was during this lull that the club received visits from two reporters, one from the Alexandria Times (who focused queries on CW, and why people are in the hobby) and the other from Mount Vernon Gazette (who was shown around the site by Carol).  Bob KT4KS had previously invited the reporters to both visit the site and remain for the 5PM picnic, but the two reporters were content to get their stories and move along.

Near 2PM, Bob KT4KS, Bill N8IWT, Keith and Carol struggled to get the FT-990 tuned for operation.  Lacking both manual and willingness to even consider use of manual if available, the four minds were initially not up to the task, until one of them finally pushed the tuner button of the rig. Hmmm.  The SWR was then quickly adjusted to 1:1.

At that time Bob KT4KS stated that he was actually hearing hams calling "CQ Field Day" on the air, and was informed by Keith that the event was in fact on!  During the next three hours, John WQ4L effectively worked 40M CW, and made over 50 contacts before dinner.  Brannen was operating the paddles at the 20M station, while Terry logged, the duo collected many contacts. 

Paul AA8O and Pat WJ0T alternated working 6M from their respective stations.  Bill W2BSA and Demi W4BSA operated 20M phone from their station, while Keith N6JWN and Bill N8IWT operated 40M phone from theirs.

As the pre-designated 5PM picnic approached, the more strictly socially oriented MVARCers began to arrive.  These included: Tom W1NSS and his wife; Howell's family including his wife Michele and twin sons Jake and Alex; Steve N4GUN; Julie KD4WSZ; Frank AA4ZS and his wife Beverley; Treasurer Mike KE4ER; VE Chairperson John WZ4A; John K4KXK and his wife Veronica; Repeater Chairperson Dick WA4USB; Doug's family including his son Christian and Christian's wife April; Pat KG4URP and Debbie KG4URO; and President Bob KI3O.

During this time, a large van with the tags KC3WD pulled into the lot, and the driver set up a multitude of 6M-10 GHz antennas on the roof before transmitting.  It was said that the vehicle was employed in contesting, and that the vehicle had seen many mountain tops in both VA and WV.  The van left our site as unexpectedly as it arrived.

At about 5:20PM, the picnic was commenced, and barbequed food was being served.  As in passed years, the food was varied and plentiful.  While the club provided the chicken, hot dogs, hamburgers, corn-on-the-cob and many condiments, members delivered many items that included 4 different salads, watermelon, beans, cup cakes, Texas chocolate cake and even a large cake with white icing that had "MVARC" written across it.

During the next 90 minutes, members ate, lounged in chairs, and discussed many varied topics.  Doug mentioned that Emalee received an education award that was signed by President Bush.  (All who know Emalee were not at all surprised, as her efforts and demeanor over the weekend showed that she is an exceptional youngster.)  During this time, Emalee showed off the contents of her tiny toy bag to Bob KT4KS, which included a range of items from a Nintendo DS to common Silly Putty, and then expressed her satisfaction with the event by saying that it was "Nice."

Howell's dog Mandy, a three month old brown lab, received a great amount of attention, as he was very well behaved, and seemed to love everyone around.  Mandy was not without the company of another dog, as Doug's little Schnauzer Lizzy got along very well with Mandy.  Lizzy also got along well with everyone else, and was a joy to have around.  Michele spoke with Bob KT4KS about how Mandy got along with the family cat, and provided Michele with a catnip toy for her cat.

John WZ4A took a number of station and picnic photographs with his digital camera.  During this time, there were non-ham visitors at the site who were shown around, the visitors just happening to be at Pohick Bay Park.  Bob KT4KS showed two visitors (a married couple) his 2M mobile unit, and discussed how easy it is to obtain a Tech license to operate the rig.  Bob KT4KS demonstrated the rig by tuning to the Bluemont Repeater. Bob then thanked the operators, and provided the 2 visitors with the name of the book "Now You're Talking" and his phone number in the event that they may like to ask questions in the future.

As dusk approached, the group's numbers began to dwindle as members began to leave for home, while those with a more competitive nature returned to the stations to make additional contacts.

Members who transmitted overnight included both John WQ4L and Doug, the two of which were kept company by Emalee and Lizzy.

At 8AM, Doug began to cook breakfast for everyone, as members then began to arrive for the final hours.  After breakfast, Doug was making many contacts, while Demi seemed to have difficulties with his radio.  Bill W2BSA, Bob KT4KS and Paul arrived, Paul bringing a Sunday article and photo from the Washington Post that featured a local ham who was providing a ham radio demonstration at Burke Lake in Fairfax Station the previous day.

Around noon, everyone began to break down the four remaining stations.  The tents and antennas were quickly lowered, and packed. The picnic tables were pushed back to their original positions, and then everyone drove off about 3PM.

Overall, the club's event was successful.  Over 300 contacts were made.  As always, just a few members primarily carried out organization and set up.  This year, that clearly included Field Day Chairman Carol, and Food Coordinators Mary and Doug.    

A Dissenting View: FD 2007 Big Disappointment

By Tom, W1NSS

I approached this year’s Field Day with great anticipation. I looked forward to the good fellowship, the unforgettable food, and the chance to spend a night away from the cares of home ownership. I gave up contesting many years ago, but I still felt proud watching the ops knock off the QSOs in rapid fire order on phone or CW. The XYL made some cupcakes and promised to come out for the picnic Saturday evening.

I got my tootsies on the deck at 0600 on the big day to get a few gardening chores out of the way before the operations got underway at the park. At 1000, there were a few guys putting up antennas, but a general shortage of personnel. The boss man, Carol, said “Not many members showed up this year.” I had to agree.

At noon, I had a cheese sandwich and a nice chat with Bob Raevis and Frank Lempicki. At 1330, the gennies started up, and OMs started testing rigs I counted five setups in screened enclosures versus eight two years ago No tents for overnight camping were in evidence in the entire campground. The most impressive op was a 13 year old kid with his granddad. He had a tape-like fist on a keyer paddle.

My XYL showed up an hour late, but Doug came through with a marvelous barbecue, and all of us, less the dudes who were at the operating positions, socialized happily for an hour. The XYL took off for home, and I got tired about 2100 and turned into my sleeping bag for the night.

I kept hearing car doors shutting for some time and woke in the morning to find that I was the only vehicle left in the turnaround circle at the edge of the park. Both operating positions within my sight were shut down with equipment sitting but nobody there.

My hotshot kid op and his grandpa had taken down their antenna, dismantled their station and stolen away in the night. Two gennies were still puttering away with no apparent load on them. I fidgeted around until 0700, and saw no signs of life at any operating position, or the picnic area, so I rolled out of the campground and headed home.

I was convinced that the operating hours for FD had been shortened, so I fired up my home rig and found beaucoup FD ops still banging away.

In summation, let me say that this FD was the biggest disappointment in my 67- year ham career. Maybe next year I’ll have found a club that wants to WIN in a contest, and has enough ops for round-the-clock QSOs. 

[KI3O's Note: Terry, N4ZH, is NOT related to Brennen Brennen is the son of a co-worker.]

