MINUTES FOR JUNE 11, 2009
                                                By Bob, KT4KS

 

At 7:30PM the Club’s meeting was called to order by President Howell KG4CKJ.  Howell initially thanked the unusually small group of 10 members for attending the meeting, and then led the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Those in attendance included one of the original MVARCers, Jim Sohn W5TID.

 

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES: Howell expressed that the May Minutes appeared to be in order, and a motion was made to pass those minutes.  The motion was unanimously approved.

 

ARES:  Howell mentioned that Jeanie N4ZGI was looking for volunteers for the Waterfront Festival to be held on Jun 20-21.  Bob KT4KS noticed that her notice on the Reflector stated that ham radios many not be used, and questioned what the volunteers might use.  Pat KG4URP answered “FRS”

 

VE TEST SESSION: The regular monthly test session is this coming Saturday, and the club will provide an additional test session the very next day (i.e. Sunday) at the Manassas ham fest.  John K2VPR stated that he offered Team Lead John WZ4A a choice as to which day John K2VPR would work as VE, and John WZ4A suggested Saturday.  Thus, it was felt that there was a sufficient number of VEs for at least the Sunday session.  (Note: On Friday morning, John notified Bob that the Saturday session was a “little light” regarding the number of VE who volunteered.)  

 

COAST GUARD: Nick KJ4LZF mentioned that he is interested in using HF at the Coast Guard Station.  Bob told him that members desiring to use the station need to send to Keith N6JWN copies of (1) vehicle registration, (2) driver’s license and (3) vehicle insurance card, and that permission to enter the grounds would be approved until the earliest expiration date of the 3 documents.  John K2VPR then suggested that it would be wiser to simply provide Nick with Keith’s contact information.

 

REPEATER:  It was agreed that the club’s repeater is working just fine.  Everyone at the meeting was happy with it.

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Bob KT4KS mentioned that the club’s Field Day event later this month will be advertised in the Washington Post’s Weekend Section of June 26, and that he has contacted a local paper in an attempt to get a reporter at the site.  Nick stated that he knows people at the Washington Examiner, and suggested that he may be able to aide in providing additional coverage via the Examiner.

 

QRP RIGS:  Maki’s K4RQZ stated that the rig he constructed at the MVARC building session receives, but that he has yet to test its transmission capability.  Doug WA4WEP suggested that he use a 6 volt light bulb to test the output.  Pat WJ0T stated that he will soon insert a replacement component into his rig, and hopefully that will provide the club with its first-ever, successful club-built rig.

 

PROGRAMS:  Maki provided the club with 2 proposals.  Maki stated that he had a friend at the DC launch control center at INTERSAT, and that he may be able to provide the club with a video presentation about the shuttle.  In addition, Maki stated that he may be able to put a trip together to a data center for the Internet, located on Van Ness and Connecticut Ave in NW DC.  While John K2VPR was especially enthused, club members were concerned about having a field trip in the later afternoon during working hours.  Maki may inquire as to the level club interest in such programs via the Reflector.

 

FIELD DAY:  Bob mentioned that John WQ4L will bring his large tent from years passed if the club will help him set it up at the site.  Bob then expressed that considering the tent size and anticipated hot weather, that he would contact John and offer to stop at John’s home early on Field Day morning to help him get the tent from his house into his car.  MVARC cook Doug stated that he would not be in attendance during Field Day, resulting in membership reevaluating the food situation.  After adult discussion, the club decided (without motion) to purchase barbeque for the event.  Debra KG4URO offered to pick up enough for 20-25 people, at an anticipated cost of $5-8 per person, which cost would be picked up by the club’s treasury.  As in passed years, MVARCers will bring covered dishes.  Doug reminded the club to bring lots of ice, that coolers were in short supply last year, and that it is always wise to bring some diet soda beverages.  Specifics were lacking regarding generator(s), tents and rigs. 

 

TREASURY:  Mike KE4ER stated the club has $729.13 (checking), $3390.19 (savings) and $100 (case box), for a total of $4,219.32.  Dues are both welcome and encouraged.

 

SHOW AND TELL: Bob showed off his untested combination CW keyboard/reader unit.  Hopefully, the next time it’s seen in public, it will be operational.  Howell showed how he fixed his burned out antenna motor with a spare motor he had from a simple Black & Decker hand drill.  A side benefit of Howell’s effort included his wife being impressed with her husband’s work product.  

 

DOOR PRIZES: This month’s prizes included a large supermarket bag, colorful shirt and Yaesu hat.  The bag was won by Debra, the shirt by Doug, and some lucky fellow won that hat.

 

COOKIE MONSTER: Paul AA8O was the Cookie Monster, and he did a fine job of it.  Mike KE4ER volunteered to be the Cookie Monster for August, and Debra volunteered to be the September Cooked Monster.  Bob almost swooned from the flood of volunteerism.

 

CLOSED: President Howell then closed the meeting.
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