                     MINUTES FOR JANUARY 12, 2012 … by Bob KT4KS

                                    

 

            Last night, the club’s meeting was held at the INOVA Mount Vernon Hospital.  At 7:30PM President Maki K4RQZ timely called the meeting to order, and then proceeded with the pledge of allegiance and introductions.

 

            MINUTES: The November Minutes were automatically approved, as no one came fourth with an objection.

 

            REPEATER: Repeater Chairperson Dick WA4USB stated that the repeater is working.  Dick added that currently there are XXXX XXXXX XXXX XXX XXX emitters at the bottom of Shuter’s Hill that radiate the repeater’s input frequency, which seem to cause some difficulty with the repeater.  In addition, new non-ham equipment will be placed into the same room where the repeater is located, and that may also affect the repeater.  Workers will be both moving and bumping cables while installing this new equipment, and hopefully it will not influence repeater operation.  It is planned that the club’s repeater will be moved diagonally across the room at a date after this new equipment is installed.

 

            TEST SESSION: There is a test session this Saturday.  John K2VPR said that he would be there, and Pat KG4URP stated that there were no recent e-mails from John WZ4A requesting assistance.  Thus, the membership was of the impression that all is well on that front.

 

            WEB SITE: Maki gave Paul AA8O approval to finally address the club’s web site fee concerns for 1 entire year.  Along those lines, Vice President Greg AJ4QZ stated that the club still needs paperwork from the IRS that confirms that MVARC is a non-profit association, which paperwork would allow for the club to claim all of the benefits thereof, including potentially lower pricing for the web site.

 

            NOMINATIONS: The membership showed a high level of excitement when Maki stated that it is time for nominations.  Initially, both Maki and Greg were interested in being the nomination committee, but existing rules interfered, resulting in John K2VPR heading a committee of Pat WJ0T, John WQ4L, Debbie KG4URO and Pat KG4URP.  Great things are expected from this committee.

 

            SPECIAL TEST SESSION: There will be a special test session for the Venture Crew on Feb 4 (Saturday).  It is anticipated that John WZ4A will provide particulars and firm up a volunteer list later this month.  It was noted that the Richmond Frostfest is on the same day as the session, and that it may provide a conflict to some extent.

 

            GEORGE WASHINGTON SPECIAL EVENT: Maki has obtained permission from Supervisor Dean Norton for the club to set up radios at the Mount Vernon green house for the special event this February.  Maki suggested that he will stop by to investigate the site in the near future.  Doug WA3WEP stated that he would bring a few masts, and encouraged the membership to utilize dipoles.  Maki stated that he would bring his patented EZ HANG (6,286,495) antenna launcher for any dipole set up.  Bob KT4KS was instructed to bring the club’s big HF rig, and it is expected that the club’s other HF rig that is presently at the MARS station will also be present at the site.  Finally, reference was made to Steve’s K3IZ many antennas.  Debra suggested that the club set up a web site informing individuals who contact the special event that they can e-mail a QSO, and upon MVARC confirmation with the benefit of our logs, MVARC can send them a PDF so that they can print out a certificate on their end.  This would eliminate the past problem of MVARC receiving very tiny, unstamped envelopes from those requesting large 8 ½ by 11 certificates.  Membership liked this idea, and was thrilled that Debra offered to take this task upon herself.

 

            WINTERFEST 2012: The Vienna Wireless Society will sponsor the hamfest on February 26, and the club will have a table.  The table was timely reserved, so the club will have one that includes an electrical outlet nearby.  Both John K2VPR and Maki were expressly interested in having a table available, but many members have used it over the years.  It was Treasurer Mike KE4ER who reserved the table in a timely fashion, assuring the electrical power.  Debra made an official motion that the club obtain a table (likely to approve the payment already sent), and the motion was unanimously approved.

 

            PRESENTATION OF DOC HYDE HAM-OF-THE-YEAR: Maki personally presented Dick WA4USB with a plaque, recognizing all of his efforts in helping the club as well as the public.  Dick made mention of Frank K4EC, Doug WA3WEP and Sterrett K4MBE who have done so much to maintain the club’s repeater over many years.

 

            BALLOON LAUNCH REQUEST: Maki received an inquiry (from KD4STH) as to whether MVARC was interested in launching a balloon in the DC area.  The balloon would carry 2M unit.  One member stated that he thought a balloon would provide for a signal that could be heard/received 1000 miles from the balloon; while another member mentioned that he did not care for the idea of balloons in an area that had so many planes flying overhead.  Doug stated that the Vienna club had experience in balloon launches, but Lee offered to address the request.  Maki was satisfied handing over the request to Lee.

 

            VENTRE CREW 80: The group will start a license class this Saturday.  At present, there are 17 signed up, so there are 3 available slots.  The first class will be from 3 to 5 PM this Saturday, and will end with the special February 4 test session mentioned above.  Each student will receive a book and CD, and the cost is $35.  For information, contact Dick or Bill W3BSA.  Graduates of Venture Crew’s School of Ham Radio include: 2 West Pointers, 1 Captain overseas and Fairfax firefighter EMT.   

 

            SHOW AND TELL: Gary KA2HAN showed off a headset assembly that he recently purchased through the mail, the head phones coming in a package dated 1951.  The assembly looked pretty neat.  Pat WJ0T displayed a 1932 book on distant learning recommendations.  Pat mentioned that such a technique is good for music, but terrible for math; and contrasted the use of radio with television that provides both visual and audio.  At the time, it was thought that a one room school house would benefit from use of a radio for learning, but that technique would have been expensive at the time.

 

            COOKIE MONSTER: John K2VPR was the evening’s cookie monster, and Pat WJ0T volunteered for February’s meeting.  

            

            DOOR PRIZES:  There were many door prizes at the end of the meeting, and winners included: Larry KJ4YHD, Dave Ballenger and Pat WJ0T (who won Dunkin Donut 99 cent refill cups), John WQ4L (who won a set of screw drivers), Lee (who won a flash light), Gary KA2HAN (who won a ham shirt) and Dick WA4USB (who won an organizer).  

 

            TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mike arrived after the close of the meeting, but was able to provide Bob KT4KS with the following information regarding the club’s treasury: $268.70 (checking), $3399.01 (savings, of which $1393.37 is the Doc Hyde fund) and $100 (cash).  Mike mentioned that he tries not to reach into the club’s savings account.

 

            PICTOMETRY: Debra spoke about how it is employed in accessing Prince William County’s real estate values, as there is a tiny level of danger involved in sending county workers to sites.  Pictometry involves flying 5 cameras overhead in an airplane, and taking photos and readings (time, location) so that dimensional measurements can be easily made from the comfort of one’s office computer.  For instance, the viewer can not only see that a new deck/addition was built, but can even determine the square footage so that the county can fairly adjust the real estate taxes.  Debra made reference to the system being employed for road planning, and stated that one home owner refused to sell his property when a planned road was too close to his home; resulting in the corner of the home being removed to satisfy the road builders (and presumably, the home owner).  Debra also made reference to privacy issues, as apparently some people in Prince William County are to be found being naked in their back yards.

 

            

            President Maki closed the business section of the meeting.

 
