MINUTES FOR MAY 14, 2009
                                                By Bob, KT4KS

 

At 7:37PM the Club’s meeting was called to order by President Howell KG4CKJ.  Howell initially thanked the 14 members and 1 guest for attending the meeting, and then led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Howell then specifically welcomed guest Nick to the club meeting.  (Nick passed his General ticket with the club the previous Saturday.)

 

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES: A motion was made to approve the April Minutes, which motion was easily approved.

 

ARES: Steve K3IZ stated that anyone interested needs to sign up with ARES, as Virginia ARES wants your time.  John WQ4L queried Steve as to whether people who successfully sign up obtain verifications, and Steve expressed that “I think you get an e-mail verification”.  Of course, people can e-mail Jeff Wilson AI4IO to learn if the internet’s sign-up procedure was successful.  

 

 VE TEST SESSION:  This Saturday the club will provide a special test session for the FAA people.  Frank AA4ZS stated that he presumed that the club had a sufficient number of VEs to carry out the affair.

 

COAST GUARD:  Members interested in working the rigs at the Coast Guard Station must have passes, requiring those interested in getting a copy of their auto registration, driver’s license and insurance card to Keith N6JWN, so that he may file the paperwork.  A pass is limited to the earliest date that any of the three documents is listed to expire.  Frank was not sure if a member with a pass could bring a non-pass holder onto the grounds.  In addition, Frank has submitted the information necessary to post the Aug 1-2 Coast Guard Special Event on the QST web site, which times will be from 10AM till 6PM.  Howell expressed that the club should post that information on the MVARC Reflector.

 

REPEATER: For the first time in 14 years, no mention was made of the club repeater during the meeting.  No news is good news.

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Bob KT4KS has two letters sitting on his desk, each addressed to local newspapers.  The letters will result in media postings of the club’s anticipated Field Day event at Pohick Bay Regional Park, which postings invite the public to view what ham radio is all about.  The items will be mailed on June 1.

 

FAR: The organization was mentioned, but nothing new was mentioned.

 

QRP FIELD DAY: Howell stated that once the construction is completed at the Seaport Foundation on the docks of Alexandria, he will consider having a QRP event at that site.  Mention was even made of the possibility of conducting QRP Field Day from a boat.  Transmitting would also take place from either inside the building or along the water.  The Foundation is only 2 blocks away from fashionable Old Towne, and 2 blocks more to Starbucks.

 

QRP RIGS:  The club’s kit building event of two months ago has provided positive results, as Maki’s K4RQZ’s MFJ Cub both transmits and receives.  Pat WJ0T has obtained a replacement part for his Cub, and hopefully will get his unit working.  Howell’s Ten Tec is still not operational, but hope is in the air.  Bob’s CW keyboard is operational, and he plans to modify it so that it will automatically read (and display) incoming CW messages.  It is Bob’s intention to exhibit the completed unit during the Show and Tell portion of the June meeting.  Nick expressed that he is learning CW via a computer program, and that he is especially interested QRP kit building as a matter of economics.  In response, Frank suggested that he might be interested in both the MARS station and Field Day, which provides access to HF gear for all.

 

PROJECTS:  John WQ4L completed a software project that provides a partial US call look up.  The program permits a user to put in asterisks for missing data, or even partial calls.  The program is good for contests, uses the FCC data base, and operates via either DAS or windows.  Use is slower than the Call Book, as the program must check all variations of calls, and thus may take as much as 45 seconds.  John is hoping to find a Japanese individual who can write a manual.

 

ELECTIONS:  The present officers were reelected.  Congratulations to all.

 

PROGRAMS:  John provided a short presentation about digital TV, and then mentioned that he had disks that relate to digital TV, news story regarding hams during Katrina, and a propaganda piece called “Patrolling the Ether”.  Membership was most interested in the high definition piece, which was subsequently shown.

 

FIELD DAY:  It was agreed that particulars for the June event would be discussed during the June meeting.

 

SHOW AND TELL:  Steve showed off his personally converted keyboard, which duplicates a Dvorak keyboard.  (Dvorak keyboards sell for over $100)  The keyboard permits for faster typing than the modern day QWERTY keyboard.  Nick mentioned that the original manual typewriters were actually designed to slow down typing speeds to prevent the mechanical arms from hitting one another.

 

DOOR PRIZES:  Door prizes were donated by Debra KG4URO and Pat WJ0T.  Winners included Howell (3/1 power adaptor for a vehicle accessory plug), Pat KG4URP (“Joy of Getting Older” book) and Steve (“Hinks and Kinks”, a ham radio book).

 

COOKIE MONSTER:  Pat spoiled the club will a generous assortment of cupcakes, cookies and soda.  Paul AA8O volunteered to be the June Cookie Monster.

 

CLOSED:  President Howell then closed the meeting.

 

PROGRAM:  The program included the video about digital TV.  The video very timely, and absolutely first rate.  The video described the difference between analog and digital, described some pitfalls and problems with digital, and also delved into necessary antenna techniques.

 

