
MINUTES FOR MARCH 10, 2011…..by Bob, KT4KS

At 7:30PM, President Maki K4RQZ called the meeting to order, proceeded to lead 11 attending members in the pledge of allegiance, and then initiated introductions.

REFLECTOR: Maki announced that he is now able to fully access the club’s Reflector list, and thus able to add e-mails and delete those which bounce back. Bob KT4KS mentioned that when he receives an application for club membership, he immediately mails it via US mail to the club’s post box, and then emails Bill W2BSA who immediately gets the new member on the Reflector list.

TEST SESSION: When asked how many of the members were planning on attending Saturday’s (March 12) test session, three hands went up, including those of Pat KG4URP, Debra KG4URO and John K2VPR. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike KE4ER stated that the club has $400+ (checking), $3396 (savings, $1448 of which is allotted towards the Doc Hyde fund) and $100 cash. Mike then reminded the membership that dues are due in April, and will be $20/member and $25/family. 

RALEIGH HAMFEST: The club’s post box received a notice regarding the 38th annual Raleigh hamfest, scheduled for April 23, 2011. At least one of the members had been to that fest in the passed, and expressed that it is a fine one. 

FEBRUARY MINUTES: No one in attendance made any amendments to the February Minutes, so Maki deemed them to be automatically accepted.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Maki stated that the April elections will include Maki (for President), Greg AJ4QZ (for Vice President), Mike KE4ER (for Treasurer) and Bob (for Secretary). The only change from last year is that Leila WN4PP will no longer be co-secretary, as she is relocating to the Northern Neck. It was made clear that anyone may nominate themselves for a position, but no one did so at the meeting. Naturally, there is still time to do so. 

WINTERFEST: The club did quite well at the club table during the February 27 hamfest. Steve K3IZ sold a Butternut R5 antenna for $65, the funds of which (presumably) went towards the Doc Hyde fund. The club’s duplexers did not sell for the $400 asking price, and since have been stored in a sun room at Bob’s home, along with other MVARC equipment (including old repeater, additional duplexer, field day supplies and laptop). An ad for the duplexer will ultimately be placed on the club’s web site.

REPEATER: The club’s repeater has worked well during the club’s Tuesday evening net, which was fairly small. Apparently, some of the members still retain an interest in having a remote repeater site in Maryland, which would require a remote receiver site, 440 transmitter at that remote receiver site, and 440 receiver at the Masonic Temple. Mike KE4ER mentioned that that there were some life members in Maryland who could especially benefit from such a remote site.

NEW BUSINESS:

Russ KF1K suggested that perspective members be permitted to subscribe to the club’s Reflector, the idea being that the more people the club connects with, the more members the club will have. One member mentioned that the club could obtain emails from perspective members at the club’s test session. Maki inquired from long term members as to whether there was a reason that was not done in the passed, and learned that it was never considered. Russ’s idea was simply novel. Both Paul AA8O and Bob KT4KS liked the idea. Maki elected to table a motion to expand the Reflector list until he spoke with Bill W2BSA, who is most familiar with the workings of the Reflector. 

A Brigadier General who resides in DC, and who obtained his license at the the club's testing sessions, has offered to donate his ICOM 756 ProIII (and other equipment) to the club. Maki offered to help him set up a station, but apparently the generous General is too busy for the hobby at this time. As a result, Maki is attempting to coordinate a date/time for pick up of the radio. Maki suggested that the rig could be located at the Coast Guard’s MARS station on Telegraph Road, as that station has only 1 working HF unit. However, one member stated that placing club property in a government installation may result in the property being listed on a government equipment list, which was not to the liking of the membership. Naturally, the rig could be used during Field Day.

The Timonium hamfest is March 26 and 27 at the Maryland State Fairgrounds.

Mike KE4ER announced that lifetime MVARCer Carl W4ACM is now a silent key. Mike stated that Carol lived in Fredericksburg, and lived to be 100 years old. Carl’s brothers were all hams, and his Dad was a railroad telegrapher. Carl was buried at Quantico. 
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FIELD DAY: There was some discussion on this topic. Maki inquired as to the number of lots at Pohick Bay that may be required for a successful event. However, Bob interrupted, and mentioned that maybe the club should determine how it would power the equipment, as it was not clear that the club had access to a generator, what with Carol WA4GFW and Leila WN4PP relocating to the Northern Neck. Bob then mentioned that those $100 generators were useless for our radios, as they produce an excessive amount of noise. Lee N4TCW then mentioned the possibility that the club may be able to use his 2K generator. Pat WJ0T then stated that he has a 5K generator, but that it may be too noisy for the radios. Maki then suggested the possibility of use of batteries/QRP, which suggestion seemed to be agreeable to those in attendance. Mike KE4ER mentioned the possibility of making a schedule so that operators can pick a block of time to use any of the radios, and Paul AA8O suggested that the club needs to determine the level of commitment of the membership. Maki then reminded the membership that QRP Field Day is in May, and suggested the possibility of somehow linking the Field Days together. 

COOKIE MONSTER: John K2VPR was the cookie monster for the meeting, and satisfied the membership with cookies and soda. Maki volunteered to be the April Cookie Monster, and suggested that XYL Joanna KA4JMP may even make pumpkin bread for the April meeting. 

DOOR PRIZES: Mike won the first drawing, and elected to take a book that was donated by VP Greg. John K2VPR won the twin towers paperweight, Lee N4TCW won the sparkling apply drink, and Paul AA8O was the 40+ year old buzzer that would appear to be a fine addition to his shack.

CLOSED: President Maki then closed the meeting.


