
MINUTES FOR MAY 12, 2011 
By Bob, KT4KS

At 7:31PM, President Maki K4RQZ called the meeting to order, and then proceeded to lead 9 members in the pledge of allegiance. Introductions were then initiated. Vice President Greg AJ4QZ announced that a quorum was not satisfied.

APRIL MINUTES: There were no proposed amendments to the April Minutes, and thus they were deemed approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT: There was no treasurer’s report as Mike KE4ER was not (initially) present. However, Mike arrived later, and accepted dues which were due as of May 1. “Always take the money.”
REPEATER: The repeater report was extensive, as repeater chair Dick WA4USB was present. Dick stated that the unit was moved 18 inches a few months ago, and that it will be moved diagonally across the room later this summer at the Masonic Temple site. There is sufficient cable to make to move. Dick, who always monitors repeater activity, felt that a receive site in Maryland would not have anyone who would use the repeater. Thus, the club may do away with the remote site suggestions. The repeater has hit the far side of Baltimore, and coverage is good. The sensitivity is as low as it will go. The repeater can “do” 375 watts, but we are only using 125 watts as that is the limit of the unit’s reception. The power actually going out of the antenna is 75 watts due to duplexer losses. The only failure to the actual unit was a blower fan that broke some time back. The site employs a natural gas generator in an adjoining building, which serves as a backup to the club’s repeater as well as police and fire fighter communications. Years ago, the generator did not “kick-in”, and now it is tested at least once a month. There is one narrow, weak coverage line, extending down Fort Hunt Road by K3IZ’s home, due to the ornament on the top of the temple that interferes in that direction. The repeater committee that keeps our repeater working includes: Dick WA4USB, Sterrett K4MBE, Frank K4EC and Doug WA3WEP. 

WEB SITE: Maki received photos from Prentiss K4PDJ that may find their way onto the site. Greg also has photos from his recent ham activities in Charlottesville which he’d like to post. VP Greg is anxious to place the most recently amended by-laws on the web site. 

TEST SESSION: John K2VPR stated that he will not be at Saturday’s test session, and John WZ4A did not try to change his mind. Thus, it appeared that there would be sufficient VEs for the session.

FIELD DAY: At present, if there is a generator on hand, the club will operate at 100 watts. If not, the club will use QRP. Pat WJ0T mentioned that Carol WA4GFW offered to loan the club his generator, but at the moment that is merely a bird in the bush. The issue of food will be addressed during the June meeting.

COAST GUARD STATION: John WQ4L inquired as to Armed Forces Day, which takes place on May 14, tomorrow. The Henry amp is down, but there is an operational HF rig at the station. The Coast Guard anniversary is at the end of July, and a Special Event is in order. A clean up of the station area will be done on Sunday (May 13). Those interested in any of this should contact Keith N6JWN AT 703-256-3568, to make sure that they can get onto the base.

REFLECTOR: The possibility of opening up the Reflector to non-MVARCers was lightly mentioned. Membership discussed the possibility of creating a new Reflector address for all local hams, which idea was initiated by Lee N4TCW.

HONERARY MEMBER: General Cheadle KO3C was voted in as an “honorary” lifetime MVARCer. The motion for such was easily passed. The General’s generous donation to the club is certainly appreciated.

MEMBERSHIP LIST: John WQ4L offered to computer search calls and addresses to cleanup the club’s membership list. In fact, John had already started the process. (Again, pay your dues!)

SHOW & TELL: John K2VPR brought in many of his ham radio documents of passed years, which included ham license plates from Panama, and his licenses from Iran and Panama. Some of the documents included photos of him in his much younger years, when he supported a waxed mustache. Lee N4TCW showed off his military looking gear that brought back images of Sergeant Saunders of TV’s “Combat”. The equipment was in mint condition, and was terribly expensive. Bob KT4KS showed a post card of the Masonic Temple, and pointed out that the antennas can be seen on the top of the temple. The cards can be obtained at the Alexandria Visitor Center, on King Street.

DOOR PRIZES: Bob won an ARRL shirt, Dick won an attractive note pad, and Maki won the QRP book.

COOKIE MONSTER: Bob was the evening’s Monster, and delivered Pepperidge Farm Cakes and soda to the troops. Gary KA2HAN offered to be June’s Cookie Monster, and Mike KE4ER offered to be the August Cookie Monster.

CLOSED: President Maki then closed the meeting.


