MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 13, 2008
                                                By Bob, KT4KS

 

At 7:32PM the Club meeting was called to order by President Howell KG4CKJ, who led 16 members in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Club introductions were then carried out in a smooth and orderly manner. 

 

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES:  A motion was made to pass the October Minutes as posted via the Club’s Reflector early that morning.  The motion was easily passed.

 

ARES:  Steve K3IZ stated that the Marine Corp Marathon went well, and was a success; and that MVARC had a “good presence” at the affair.  It was “great for all”.

 

TEST SESSION:  Carol WA4GFW stated that 17 turned out for the 2nd Saturday test session, and that there were three people at the meeting who upgraded.  A special test session is planned for the 3rd Saturday of November for Arlington ARES who was running a class.  

 

FAR: There was not report about any recent activities on FAR’s part.

 

REPEATER: Doug WA3WEP stated that the repeater is doing fine, and that all problems appear to be cured.  At the time there was some level of discussion as to which members have exactly what repeater equipment, and Carol volunteered to obtain a list (from Bob KT4KS, Doug and Jim WD4PDP) so that the club may finally exchange all of the unused equipment for big money at either the next local hamfest (Winterfest), or possibly EBAY.  At that time, Doug mentioned that his has lots of 6M gear (20 radios that operate at 100 watts) for commercial bands, which he seemed to offer to membership.

 

COAST GUARD: Carol mentioned that he had not been to the site since the Coast Guard Special Event.  Bob asked why station was not hidden from view from Telegraph Road due to vegetation, and was informed that the site is part of the wetlands, and thus so protected.

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Bob KT4KS stated that he stepped on the toes of a fellow VE to secure a third test taking opportunity for a 16-year old YL at the last Saturday test session.  The YL did subsequently pass on that third attempt.  As a result, the ham community was further expanded due to Bob’s reaching.

 

BYLAWS: Howell mentioned that he needs to speak with George N1BV regarding proposed amendments.  Discussion then shifted to the three documents (Bylaws, Articles of Incorporation and Constitution), and that the club generally desired to get the rules down to only the first two documents.  Howell then referred to his Attorney friend “Tom” who may look at the documents.  (NOTE: Treasurer Mike KE4ER arrived a bit later, said that the club has about 50 members, and thus actually had a quorum present.  A motion was then made to pass the amendments to the document as posted on the club’s web site, and the motion was approved.)

 

WEBSITE: Paul AA8O brought up that the club needed to address renewing the club’s web site.  Carol made a motion was made to renew the club’s web site for 1 year (as opposed to 3 years), which motion passed.

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Steve said that WorldRadio was acquired by CW, and that WorldRadio subscribers will get CW Magazine.  (Note: At least 9 members have subscriptions to the WorldRadio magazine.)  Steve also stated that Woodbridge Club was 2nd at Field day, with MVARC more than pulling a hefty load with its impressive position at 76.

 

HOLIDAY PARTY: The club will meet at the Old Country Buffet in Hybla Valley on the 2nd Thursday of December for its holiday gathering.  The party room has been reserved, at no cost to the club.  There will be a gift ($10, or less) exchange.  It was decided not to allocate MVARC funds for a large drawing.  Howell will run the gift exchange when the time comes. 

 

SHOW AND TELL: Steve showed a 5 foot long dual band antenna, which employs TV twin lead in a piece of PVC.  The antenna was used at the Marine Corp Marathon.  Howell mentioned that he is still working on his Ten Tec 1340, and all look forward to seeing it completed at a future Show and Tell.

 

NEW BUSINESS: Pat WJ0T suggested that the club obtain a QRP kit for the club to build.  The kit would cost about $100.  There seemed to be some level of interest in the idea, but no motion was made regarding an actual purchase.

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Mike KE4ER stated that the club has about 50 members, which was sufficient to finally vote on the club Bylaws. 

 

COOKIE MONSTER: Bob KT4KS was the November Cookie Monster, and Leila WN4PP volunteered to be the January Cookie Monster.

 

DOOR PRIZES:  The club had a wealth of door prizes for the November meeting.  Bob KT4KS won the first prize, and selected a keychain that included a tiny flashlight that actually had a pivoting 3-leg tripod.  Other fine prizes went to Leila (pivoting pen), coffee-chocolate syrup (Mike K4RQZ), and PTO Coaster (Carol).  Additional prized included a PTO keychain (that had been seen on EBAY with a bidding price of $37) and repeater directory.

 

CLOSE: Howell closed the meeting which ran longer than most, and all the retired to have chips and soda, and to socialize.

