MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 9, 2008
                                                By Bob, KT4KS

 

At 7:30PM the Club’s meeting was called to order by President Howell KG4CKJ, who led 17 members in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Club introductions were then carried out. 

 

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES:  A motion was made to pass the September Minutes as posted in the Club’s Reflector.  The  motion was unanimously passed.

 

TREASURY: Mike KE4ER had yet to show, but a few of the members mentioned the amount of money in the Treasury that was previously published.  Carol WA4GFW inquired as to the purpose of the Doc Hyde Fund, and Steve K3IZ answered that it was to provide for placques in Ham of the Year award ceremonies.  However, Steve expressed that Doc Hyde funds may be used for other purposes.  Treasurer Mike KE4ER arrived later in the meeting, and was able to collect dues from a new member, Mike KJ4FUW.

 

ARES:  Steve stated that hams can still sign up for the Marine Corp marathon, and that on Monday volunteers will be putting up digital radios to check operability.  The Alexandria ARC conducts both a net and has a repeater for digital.

 

FAR:  The organization is still providing scholarships, likely based upon donations.

 

REPEATER:  Doug WA3WEP said that Dick WA4USB and Sterrett K4MBE made 2-3 trips to the club’s repeater site, and swapped a PA deck and driver to the PA deck.  As a result, the repeater’s recent problems seemed to be solved, and it is now up and running at 110 watts.  The repeater can operate at 30 watts if it is necessary to bypass the PA deck.  If members hear a double beep, it means that the “transmitter is down”.  There are 6 modules in the PA deck, each costing about $250 to replace.

 

COAST GUARD:  Regarding the Coast Guard event, Frank AA4ZS addressed the QSL cards for 40M, and Keith N6JWN addressed the QSL cards for 20M.  The station is open to those on the list from 9AM till 9PM.

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Bob KT4KS mentioned that he will continue to write about club events at which he is present.

 

PROGRAMS:  President Howell mentioned that the club does not have a program chairperson.  Carol mentioned that there may be a possibility of obtaining a future speaker on the topic of cleaning all useless stuff on computers.  

 

TEST SESSION:  It was expected that only walk-ins will test at the Saturday session.  Generally 14-20 people turn up for the testing which starts at 9:30AM.  Howell mentioned that he might show up on Saturday.

 

BYLAWS:  The club needs to vote on the proposed Bylaws during the November meeting, as it would be too cumbersome to do so during the expected December holiday gathering.  

 

HAMFESTS:  Steve, John K2VPR and George N1BV drove together to the Howard County hamfest.  John mentioned that he has reserved a room for $93 for the Dayton hamfest.  The room will hold 4, maybe 5 people.  Members interested in a share in the room should speak with John.

 

BANDS:  John WQ4L said that he recently worked Columbian and Australian stations on the air.  Other members made reference to the fewer number of hams on HF, presumably due to the reduced sunspot cycle.  

 

COOKIE MONSTER:  John K2VPR was the September Cookie Monster, and provided a pretty good spread for the club.  Bob KT4KS volunteered to be the November Cookie Monster.

 

DOOR PRIZES:  Bob KT4KS won the “Guide to Automatic Packet Reporting System” book.  Bob said that he will read it, and likely use it for a door prize next month.  John K2VPR won a 2002/2003 Repeater Directory, and Mike KJ4FUW obtained a ham radio logging pen designed to write in the dark, presumably during night-time, battery operation.

 

CLOSE: Howell closed the meeting, and all the retired to have cookies and socialize.

