
MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 8, 2011 
By Bob, KT4KS

At 7:30PM, a record low 6 members were present for the club’s monthly meeting. While the number may appear to be discouraging, the turnout was in reality quite impressive as the heavy rains caused portions of both Route 1 and the beltway to be closed, along with some power outages in Northern Virginia. The monthly cookie monster was bogged down in Lorton flooding, and Vice President Greg AJ4QZ dared get no closer than the intersection of Beulah & Telegraph Roads. Water proved to be a significant obstacle.

Initially, President Maki noted that the club lacked a quorum, and he then proceeded to lead the club in both the pledge of allegiance and membership introductions.

AUGUST MINUTES: There were no objections to the Minutes for the August meeting, and thus, they were accepted.

REPEATER: Maki mentioned that he was informed by Dick WQ4USB that the repeater is still working, but has some level of intermittent noise. John WQ4L was interested in obtaining more information about the unit, specifically, features such as sensitivity. One member mentioned that as Dick routinely monitors the repeater, that interested members need only turn on tune to the club’s frequency, and call for Dick.

VE TEST SESSION: Phil AK4KM mentioned that he is a new VE, and will be at the Saturday test session. Phil stated that he actually received his paper credentials for the Laurel Radio Club VEC. Pat WJ0T mentioned that some level of testing was necessary to obtain equal credentials via the ARRL VEC. 

MARS STATION: The powers-that-be have deemed that the small, detached structure that houses the radio gear is suspect. The building is closed, and will remain so until the structural integrity is inspected. The club’s FT-756 Pro III HF rig is inside the building, and no one seemed to know its present status, or if there was a real possibility that the building would be taken down. Pat mentioned that it was one of his concerns that the club had an expensive rig in a location that is generally out of the control of the membership. Maki mentioned that he will leave that issue to Keith N6JWN, who has always dealt well with the station site. 

REFLECTOR: The still-hanging concept of opening the club’s Reflector to non-members will remain such, as the membership did not discuss it in view of a lack of quorum.

ALEXANDRIA RADIO CLUB: Maki said that “other” local club is setting up stations for “newbies on the air” at a local site this Saturday, September 10. That event would be mostly HF, and was posted on the Alexandria Radio Club’s Reflector. (NOTE: Maki forwarded that post via the MVARC Reflector)

SATURDAY BREAKFAST: The club’s breakfast is still happening, on the 4th Saturday morning of every month at the Old Country Buffet on Route 1.

NEW BUSINESS: Paul AA8O stated that it is time to our web site, as the club must pay fees by January 2012. Paul said that he will get the prices at a future date. In addition, Paul mentioned that Ron N3VPU of Southern Virginia has inquired if MVARC is interested in hooking up our repeater with a club that Ron is affiliated with via IRLP (i.e., Internet Radio Linking Project”). That possibility was not seriously entertained.

QCWA: John stated that the 11:30AM, 3rd Saturday of October program will include a representative from the Fairfax Search and Rescue team, and that the event will have dogs, presumably sniffers. John suggested that he might send specifics regarding the event through the club’s Reflector. Bob mentioned that he once saw a program at the John Marshall Library where the police showed off an attack dog to a large group of children. The trainer showed off the dog’s skills by having the dog chew up a pad-protected individual. After the trainer had the dog break off his attack, the trainer immediately invited all of the children to walk up and pet the dog. Immediately, every young child ran up to pet the large German shepherd. Not one parent restraint his child. .

.

HOLIDAY PARTY: Maki asked Bob KT4KS to reserve the room at the OCB for a potential holiday gathering on the second Thursday evening in Dec, and Bob agreed to do so. Maki commented that the OCB seems to satisfy the club’s needs.

COOKIE MONSTER: Debra KG4URO and her chauffer Pat KG4URP were unable to master the flooding, and thus were prevented from making it to club’s meeting. Bob agreed to be the Cookie Monster for October.

DOOR PRIZE: Paul AA8O won the monthly door prize, 8 packs of Virginia-legal jumping jacks. 
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CLOSED: President Maki then closed the meeting.

.

