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September 2007

September meeting Thursday

Next Meeting: Thursday, Sept. 13, 2007, 7:30 p.m. at the INOVA Mount Vernon Hospital, Second Floor conference rooms, 2501 Parkers Lane, Alexandria VA.  Talk-in on the 146.655- PL 141.3 repeater.

Minutes for Aug. 9, 2007 

By Bob, KT4KS

The Club's meeting was called to order with President Bob KI30 leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  Bob then initiated club member introductions for the 16 in attendance.

TREASURER: Since Mike Larkin was away on vacation, there was no treasurer's report.


ARES: Steve K3IZ presented the ARES report, and stated that 100-125 more hams were needed for the Marine Corp Marathon, which is to take place on the last Sunday in October.

COAST GUARD: Bob KT4KS stated that Keith N6JWN and Frank AA4ZS successfully carried out the special event for the Coast Guard's Birthday.  The duo made many contacts on phone, while Bob KT4KS made a few on CW.

EDUCATION: Members were reminded that the club would be providing free ham radio testing at the First Christian Church on Saturday, Aug. 11.

REPEATER: Dick WA4USB informed the club via proxy that the City has not of yet corrected the antenna tilting issue and repositioning issue.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Members discussed the two articles about the club due to its Field Day activities, the articles being found in the Washington Times and Mount Vernon Gazette.

PROGRAM: Bob KI3O announced that Jim O'Neal would speak to the club about broadcasting, and that a future speaker will address operating with "limited resources."

NEW BUSINESS: Steve K3IZ suggested that in lieu of a summer meeting, the club have a little picnic, and serve hot dogs and hamburgers.  Membership seemed to like the idea.  John K2VPR stated the Berryville hamfest was especially successful, as the club table made $22 for the club, $5 of which was from Carol WA4GFW'S oscillator.

SHOW AND TELL: Leila WN4PP displayed a QSL card related to the club's George Washington Special Event.  The card was from Canada, and had an attractive photo of a cat on it. Steve K3IZ displayed a tiny QRP SWR meter that he purchased at Dayton for $5.  The meter was in an Altoids box, and had a tiny meter and switch on the exterior that allowed the meter to display either forward or reverse power.  The meter is good up to 6 watts.  The meter must have been the product of a kit, as it came with printed directions.  John WQ4L showed off his 1800-watt wattmeter that indicates current, power, frequency, hours of load, etc.  John used the meter on his refrigerator, and determined that the unit used 1.6 KW-hours over a 24-hour period, which was even less than his television  The meter generally sells for about $100, but can be had for less with a little shopping.  

DOOR PRIZES: Bob KI30 won a "Helping Hands" work holder, visitors Carl and his daughter Caitlyn each won adjustable caps, Debra KG4URO won a pad, and Speaker Jim O'Neal won a book called "Winks and Kinks" that provides tiny work projects.  Prizes were generously donated by John WQ4L, Pat WJOT and the Cutchalls.

COOKIE MONSTER: Pat WJ0T was a successful cookie monster, bringing in homemade oatmeal cookies and soda, all of which went over well.  Leila WN4PP volunteered to be the September Cookie Monster.

SOCIAL TIME: Discussions on a variety of topics took place during break.  The club's 11 year old guest, Caitlyn, mentioned that she went to space camp for a week in Alabama, wants to be an astronaut, and is presently studying to obtain her Technician Class ticket.  Caitlyn's Dan, Carl, learned of the club via the Club's repeater, and expects to join the club.  


PROGRAM: Jim O'Neal spoke about the history of transmitters.  Jim described how the first transmitters were made from violent sparks, then HF alternators, and then triodes.  Jim had many photos and stories, as he has studied many transmitters as he traveled the world.  One interesting story was about an employee who invented an ingenious transmitter, who when asked how he did it, expressed, "I had to do it, or I would have been fired."

ARRL Section Manager's Report for July 2007
By Glen H. Sage, W4GHS

ARRL Virginia Section Manager

Work continues to progress on the Virginia Section Emergency Communications Plan.  Henry Wyatt, K4YCR our SEC is serving as editor on the project as different section cabinet members are working on various portions of the manual.  This document will serve as both a field manual and reference tool by the NTS within Virginia as well as Amateur Radio Emergency Service.  This doesn't eliminate the need for local emergency communications plans and ECs are encouraged to continue to develop and refine their local plans.  This will allow local ARES units to better understand how they can incorporate the district and section in mutual support for their local ARES unit.

We will be making contact with persons who have completed ARECC level one and have expressed an interest in serving on an Emergency Response Team (ERT). Only those who have registered with ARES at the section level will be contacted.  There will be other qualifications for these teams consistent with the recommendations of the National Emergency Response Planning Committee (NERPC).  These include the following minimum standards:

-- ARRL's ARECC Level 1

-- Red Cross combined course in Adult CPR/First Aid Basics

-- Red Cross online Introduction to Disaster Services

[www.redcross.org/flash/course01_v01/]

-- FEMA IS-100 (Introduction to Incident Command System)

-- FEMA IS-200 (ICS for Single Resource and Initial Action Incidents)

-- FEMA IS-700 (National Incident Management System)


We will be requiring a criminal background check to ensure that the members do not have a felony conviction as part of their history. This is a requirement in many areas now.

Aside from the ARECC level 1 training we will phase in the other course requirements to allow team members time to achieve the other qualifications by July of 2008.

Our ASM Dan Edwards continues to work on programming of an interactive Virginia Section Registrations form.  This will allow ARES members and all section appointees to view and update their files as changes are made in the contact information as well as personal or station capabilities.  Your information will be password protected

Scholarships Awarded

Congratulations to those Amateur Radio licensees within our section that were recently awarded scholarships by The Foundation For Amateur Radio.  These include the following hams, Andrew M Krumm, KG4OTL of Greenbackville Virginia, $1,000 from the Naticoke Amateur Radio Club. Seth T. Price, N3MRA of Blacksburg Virginia $1,000 from the 10-10 International Net Scholarship, Hao Q: Li, KI4LDJ of Fairfax Virginia, $1,500 from the Mary Lou Brown Memorial Scholarship

We would like to thank Steve Krumm, KV4AN for providing a steady hand of leadership as our Section Traffic Manager.  Steve has served not only as traffic manager but also has assumed net control of traffic nets in their day-to-day operation.  Steven plans to continue to be active in the NTS but will be passing the responsibility of STM to Art Williams, W4TY.  Let's give Art our support as he assumes this new responsibility

Tower Ordinances

Since PRB-1 was enacted as the federal preemption of state and local regulations pertaining to Amateur radio facilities, we have seen state after state adapt a state law to clarify support of these efforts at the state level.  The Commonwealth of Virginia was one of the earlier states to adapt a state code compatible with the national preemption.  Virginia's was also one of the strongest and clearest enacted to date.  As a result most localities that have written tower coding in the commonwealth since 1998 have researched and followed the requirements of this statue to provide for a “reasonable accommodation” for Amateur Radio antennas in regard to the placement and screening heights of Amateur Radio antennas.  Localities are to “impose the minimum regulation necessary to accomplish the locality's legitimate purpose.”

Amateur radio has encountered a real problem with antenna installations in Franklin County Virginia.  Recently I attended a Franklin County Zoning Board meeting at which a decision to uphold citing a local ham for tower construction was upheld by the board.  The board was acting on their county code that was adapted since the Virginia Code of Virginia 15.2-2293.1 was passed and signed into law.

The Amateur Radio Licensee in question had researched the property prior to purchasing the land and was assured that there was no CC&R associated with his lot of about 1.25 acres.  He obtained permission from the homeowner's association board prior to his construction project and also checked with the local building inspector to see if a permit was necessary prior to the erection of his tower.  He was told that a permit was not required.

Franklin County government has been very supportive of Amateur Radio in the county and there is a very active ARES unit in the county supporting both local government and local agencies.  It is hoped that this issue can be resolved in the near future.  It is the feeling of many of the amateur radio operators in the county that the county adapted a tower code out of concerns over the proliferation cell towers in the area.  The problem is that the entire maze of restrictions applied to these towers has been superimposed over amateur radio towers.  It appears that the language of this county ordinance may have been borrowed from another document and was never intended as a document to allow for “a reasonable accommodation” for amateur radio.

Among the restrictions are such requirements as “each applicant for a tower shall provide the department of planning and community development with an inventory of its existing facilities that are within the jurisdiction” or within 5 miles of its border.  You are required to verify evidence of the lack of antenna space on an existing tower.  An engineering report certifying that the proposed tower is compatible for a minimum of four users must be submitted by the applicant.  All towers shall set back from any property line a distance of 120 percent of the tower height and can't be situated within 500 feet of residential dwelling unit located on a adjacent parcel except this setback will not apply to residential dwellings on the property owner etc.

Any reasonable person can see this is not even close to making a “reasonable accommodation" as both state and federal preemption requires. Nor does it represent minimum regulations necessary.  The neighboring county to the north, Roanoke County, has a much higher population density and their code for amateur radio towers has a 40 percent rather than a 120 percent setback requirement.  Roanoke doesn't have a 500 foot setback from a dwelling; the 40 percent of tower height is the requirement.  Towers do not collapse by shearing at the bottom and falling full length.

I have not found any jurisdictions in the Commonwealth of Virginia that have attempted to apply this type of code to amateur radio structures.  If this proceeds to litigation, Franklin County would have an impossible task of defending this code as being a “reasonable accommodation” or “representing the minimum regulations necessary.”  This type of local code needs to be a concern to all the 20,000 plus hams in Virginia and the 700,000 plus amateur radio operators across the nation.  As SM I will continue to keep the Amateur Radio community informed of developments.

